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Course objective: Active participation in this international project work is ideal for developing students’ fluency in English. Prerequisites: Ability to work in small 
team, e.g. website team, project development team, digital storytelling team, film production team, language games team, etc. Recommended reading: E. Wenger’s 
Communities of Practice (in Deutsch or English), John Dewey’s Democracy and Education (Deutsch or English), T. Vogt’s ‘Multimedia Wittgenstein’ (Deutsch or 
English). J. Ife’s Community Development Teaching methods: Lectures consist of 45 minutes of open discussion about current 5D-project developments followed by 
45 minutes of traditional lecturing & discussion followed by 30 minutes of “community building workshops” where students break up into small teams and talk, plan, 
and produce multimedia Assessment methods: Fieldnotes (in English or Deutsch) from fieldwork in 5D-Karlsgymnasium plus a 7-10 page Erfahrungsbericht (in 
English or Deutsch) or an 10-15 page Hausarbeit (in English or Deutsch). Language of instruction: English Links: www.uclinks.org & www.5DDAugsburg.de Course 
content: The “Fifth Dimension Project”, or “5D” for short, is an international, interdisciplinary research project which uses a variety of educational technologies to 
create and sustain win/win learning partnerships between universities and community institutions such as community centers, youth clubs, and schools (see 
www.uclinks.org & www.5DDAugsburg.de). In this Seminar, we use 5D projects as models for community building activities in Bayern and throughout Germany 
with a special emphasis on connecting to Prof. Elsen’ Community Building program here at the HM (see www.macd.hm.edu). Spielplan: Lectures 1 & 2 – 
Introduction to social pragmatism, community building, & 5D-Projects. Lectures 3-6 – The confluence between social pragmatism and educational technologies: web 
2.0, moodle, digital storytelling (see www.storycenter.org), film making (z.B. www.empowermedia.tv), and participatory design (http://cpsr.org). Lectures 7-10 – 
Concentrating on German Contexts: 5D-Augsburg (www.5DDAugsburg.de), 5D-Karlsgymnasium & Prof. Elsen’s Community Development Program 
(www.macd.hm.edu). Lectures 11-14 – Dewey Revisited: The John Dewey Center in Köln (www.hf.uni-koeln.de/dewey) & www.nordprag.org; Connections to 
sociocultural theory & multicultural education, z.B. Prof. Olga Vasquez at the University of California in San Diego & Prof. Richard Duran at the University of 
California in Santa Barbara. Lecture 15 – Student multimedia productions & possible futures here in München Pasing and elsewhere.  



 


