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Let there be light – the motto of the University of Lethbridge.  

First of all I can recommend a semester abroad to everyone who is 

willing to discover new things. Things you are learning while being abroad for a few months without 

your usual environment cannot be described by figures or reports as you get to know so many new 

people from all over the world which makes you learn a lot of things you would not experience on 

vacation. Especially the need to integrate in a completely new environment is very important. Despite 

the fact that I enjoyed my time in Canada you  should only do a semester abroad because you really 

want to do it and not just because it is a good line for your CV.  

I chose Canada because of the magnificent landscape including its travel opportunities and also 

because I wanted to go to an English speaking country outside of Europe in order to enhance my 

English. Bettering up my English helps me currently quite a lot as I specialize in Foreign Trade 

Finance. Further it gives you a lot of occasions for interesting talks.  

Of course, Lethbridge is not a metropolis, though it is a great place to study. The University of 

Lethbridge is a quite new institution. It was opened in 1972 and since then it has been enlarged 

constantly. Because of that the techincal equipment is very new and accurate for a modern University. 

Canadian students are very approachable in the first moment, though going into deeper relationships 

with Canadians is hard. Connecting with international students was easier, maybe due to the fact that 

every international student faces the same difficulties and unfamiliar situations. You should not 

struggle with leaving your comfort zone and try to connect as much as you can. An important thing is 

to stay in touch with other students as you will need various information from others. Canadian 

universities emphasize group projects and collaboration much more than our university in Germany 

does. You learn a lot about how to collaborate in teams and how to guide effective discussions. 

Further the teachers are quite approachable and open to student inquiries compared to German 

profesors. The focus for assessing students is not based on a final exam but more on many small 

assignments and midterms during the semester which makes you work continously. I appreciate this 

procedure and in my opinion this makes more sense than getting the grade only from a final exam. But 

frankly, I did not only study the whole semester. I used every third or fourth weekend to travel 

magnificent places. Regarding living costs including food Canada is quite expensive. Traveling in 

Alberta itself was not that expensive as prices for accomodation and rental cars were lower compared 

to Germany. I visited the National Parks of Yellowstone and Banff as well as the city of Calgary. At 

the beginning of my journey I took some days off and traveled to Vancouver, Whistler, and Vancouver 

Island which was such a great start for me because of its magnificent landscapes. One can feel the 

enormous size of this beautiful country in every little thing, i.e. Trucks, vast highways, huge houses, 

and huge supermarkets. If you are driving on a street for 100 kilometres you feel so tiny compared to 

this huge country. Allthough I felt tiny, I always felt great during all the time. I have met so many 

interesting people and I have heard so many great stories.  

Administrative Requirements 

Those, who also want to do a semester abroad, have to prepare and apply for it in the third semester.(if 

you are doing the exchange in the fifth semester) There are further Canadian cooperations with 

universities in Vancouver, Regina, Monreal, and Quebec. Be prepared for a personal interview and 

hand in the required documents in time. Timeliness is very important. Furthermore you should clarify 

equivalent subjects in cooperation with the responsible profesors and the international office as early 



as possible in order to avoid problems with the learning agreement which approves your foreign 

grades. 

Subjects 

I can recommend the subjects of Small Business Management and Management and Information 

Systems. Further you will have to attend a class in Canadian Culture when you decide for the Uleth. 

All the courses are held in English language. After two weeks you will be accustomed to English as 

class language. Additional language classes/tests are not obligatory/necessary. 

Transfer to Lethbridge 

Frankly, Lethbridge is hard to reach. It is in the very Central South of Canada, approximately 200 

kilometres in the South of Calgary. In order to get there you need to take a flight to Calgary and take a 

4 hour ride on Greyhound Bus or Red Arrow Bus. Greyhound is cheaper but has also worse service 

(WiFi etc.) than Red Arrow. Use your student ID for buying the ticket at the airport in Calgary. 

Accomodation 

You will be provided a group house by the University with three or four room mates. The monthly 

rent is about 500 CAD each. You do not have to organize it on your own which is quite comfortable.  

 

 

After all I am very glad and happy for doing my semester abroad in Canada. I could not have used 

four months of my live better than that. 

Kind Regards 


