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the relevant expertise and get them in-

volved in the process that is taking place. 

The willingness to adopt the attitude re-

quired to put these factors into practice 

has to be supported by a particular ethi-

cal approach to research along with se-

lecting a combination of methods, which 

initiate and accompany such a democrat-

ic development. 

Crucial importance in comprehending lo-

cal and regional development processes 

is part and parcel of being able to apply 

those methodologies which facilitate an 

understanding of how to cultivate an 

approach that is orientated towards a 

detailed consideration of the living envi-

ronment. The point of departure is not 

looking at the environment in isolation 

but rather at looking at how people be-

have within that environment. This, of 

course, means that it is all about looking 

at the day-to-day experiences of individu-

als or specific groups as a social-cultural 

reality that is determined by how those 

individuals or specific groups operate as 

conscious beings in society.  

GenerAl AiMS oF the coUrSe

the idea of ‘Community development’

theoreticAl PoSition 

►

The community’s development has to 

be democratic. This in turn means that 

civil society has to be strengthened in a 

way that ensures it functions as an inde-

pendent (a “third sector”) political and 

cultural entity, as an entity that corrects 

and complements those deficiencies and 

failures that are invariably to be found in 

state structures and the market economy. 

The main prerequisites for a sustainable 

development which has implications 

both locally and globally is a cultivation 

of those social-cultural and social-eco-

nomical factors that are already there 

and, more especially, integrating those 

individuals and groups who are suffering 

from deprivation and lack of opportuni-

ties, while forming the ecological and so-

cial foundations that facilitate the needs 

of the community as a whole. 

In line with the research that we have 

carried out the factors for local and re-

gional development that we might pro-

mote would include providing those who 

are directly affected by any changes with 

Firstly, to disseminate the idea of ‘Com-

munity Development’ as a philosophi-

cal concept and as something, which 

can be practically applied as a means to 

facilitate a democratic strategy, which 

supports sustainable development. Sec-

ondly, to train qualified experts to be 

capable of implementing planned social 

changes in their localities in a way that 

requires and implies responsibility in a 

global context.  The course participants 

will have a shared identification with 

those aims.  

In order to cope with the demands and 

achieve the goals of a course like this, 

those teaching on it, and indeed the stu-

dents on the course too, will have to be of 

a critical disposition and be able to reflect 

closely on what they are doing and how 

they are doing  it. Moreover, they will be 

capable of consciously choosing those 

theoretical and methodical approaches 

needed for that social, ecological and 

economical development required by a 

community, which is to be democrati-

cally organised and truly participatory.



►

coMMUnity DeveloPMent
responses to the Master

strengthening the civil society - self-help and self-organisation - promotion of social capital - social integration - building and maintaining network structures - decentralization and democratization - job security

This participation by local people in the 

development of their own local and re-

gional areas is known as Community De-

velopment. Community Development is 

all about looking at the potential and the 

problems of a local area and the people 

working and living inside that area. More-

over, there will be an attempt to formu-

late synergetic and specific answers for 

the array of complex questions that those 

people might be confronted with. 

These are the most important factors 

for consideration when introducing and 

accompanying those processes that are 

needed for a planned change. Further-

more, when taking those factors into ac-

count the conclusion is quickly reached 

that the implementation of those proc-

esses can only be effective if those cir-

cumstances and needs that are peculiar 

to people in their own particular locality 

and in their extended living environment 

are taken into consideration. When mod-

els for eco-social development are being 

discussed, Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of the 

“social room” is of particular relevance 

and importance for people, who have 

problems when it comes to articulating 

themselves. This theory can be used to 

explain the structural depth of those so-

cial structures that affect everyone while 

simultaneously offering various options 

on how they can conduct their lives.

Our reference point here is that type of 

theoretical understanding which gives 

a central place to the concept of “com-

mon”, as it is understood in a community 

of people who are cooperating and who, 

through that cooperation, are protect-

ing themselves against any possibility 

of their being exploited. Originally, an 

exact interpretation of those terms and 

definitions could be found in forms of 

“horizontal societies”, for example, col-

lectivisation, which means the could, 

therefore, be found in economic and so-

cial cooperatives which implement com-

mon utilisation of the land and economic 

activity in order to secure the livelihoods 

of everyone in the community. The aims 

of this Community Development are:  

The strengthening of civil society and   

the promotion of autarkic self help 

and organisation groups 

The promotion and cultivation of so-  

cial capital to guarantee an integrated 

society

Measures to ensure long term utilisa-  

tion and the protection and mainte-

nance of natural resources 

Construction and cultivation of net-  

work structures and cooperative in-

frastructure for the benefit of the lo-

cal economy 

Decentralising and democratising   

both the existing political and admin-

istrative structures and creating open-

ings for those operating within the 

alternative/new civil societies 

The creation of a social economic base   

that is orientated towards caring for 

and securing employment for the lo-

cal population. 

These initiatives and approaches, which 

might be termed “bottom up” strategies, 

can be found in programmes that support 

economic and social initiatives and in “al-

ternative” employment strategies in local 

and regional development programmes 

for deprived urban and rural areas. More-

over, they might be found as a component 

part of programmes for supporting and in 

development cooperation programmes. 

„dieser master-studien-
gang ist zukunftswei-
send – weil er menschen 
dazu ausbildet, das 
wirtschaften nicht nur 
als eigennützig, son-
dern vor allem als tä-
tigkeit im sinne des 
gemeinwohls zu verste-

hen und entsprechend zu gestalten. diese ausbil-
dung erfolgt auf hohem niveau, wie die abschlus-
sarbeiten der ersten jahrgänge zeigen. da das 
gemeinwohl, wie es hier verstanden wird, sowohl 
die gesellschaft als auch die natur umfasst, trägt 
dieser master und tragen die absolventinnen zu 
einer nachhaltigen entwicklung der gesellschaft 
bei – insbesondere die zukunftsfähige gestaltung 
der konkreten lebensräume der menschen."  

prof. dr. adelheid biesecker, bremen - lector

„die theoretische auseinandersetzung mit ak-
tuellen sozialwissenschaftlichen diskursen hat 
mir, nach etlichen jahren berufspraxis, spass 
gemacht und meinen horizont als bürgerin 
und sozial tätige enorm erweitert. das lernen 
in einer überschaubaren und interessanten 
gruppe und das selbststudium gaben raum für 
die Vertiefung und kritische Reflexion der Stu-
dieninhalte in bezug auf das eigene praxisfeld 
bzw. auf die situation in der schweiz. die stu-
dienorganisation ermöglichte die verbindung 

von (teilzeit-)erwerbs-
tätigkeit, familie und 
beruf, auch wenn dies 
kein sonntagsspazier-
gang war."
angelika tschanen-
hauser, zürich
alumna 2007
 

„als dozent für soziale 
arbeit an der fh hat 
mir der masterstudien-
gang den notwendi-
gen theoretischen, in -
terdisziplinären, aber 
auch sozialarbeitsspe-
zifischen Hintergrund 
ver mittelt, den ich in der lehre neben meiner 
praxiserfahrung brauche. das hohe wissen-
schaftliche niveau des studiengangs war zwar 
fordernd, aber ermöglicht mir jetzt auch seriös 
wissenschaftlich weiter zu arbeiten. und bei 
meiner freiberuflichen Arbeit ist es mir jetzt viel 
besser möglich, phänomene aus den unter-
schiedlichsten perspektiven zu verstehen und 
zum beispiel gegenüber der politik zu erklären."

christoph, stoik, wien
alumnus 2007
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needs of the 

community as a 

whole. Co-oper-

atives, charita-

ble trusts, com-

munal factories, 

multi-stakeholder-structures, various al-

ternative occupational fields that can be 

found in the informal economy, welfare 

organisations, savings and credit institu-

tions, fair- ethical investment and trade 

organisations are just some of the initia-

tives being referred to. With trade organ-

isations in particular we might, according 

to a number of experts, find a poignant, 

suitable and sustainable answer to many 

of the central questions, which our soci-

ety is confronted with.

Publications and research in this area, 

which is still unknown to many Social 

Scientists in the German speaking coun-

tries, is being undertaken in the faculty 

responsible for the academic discipline 

“Community Development, Neighbour-

hood Management and Local Economy”, 

which has, for some time now, been the 

subject of a great deal of interest from 

students in all faculties.

locAl econoMy

Our interest is geared not only towards 

traditional commercial economic activ-

ity in the localities and regions but also 

towards the variety of existing and pos-

sible alternative economic models and 

activity. It is not only about employment 

in the traditional sense but also about 

social plurality and sensible employment 

and the utilisation of our resources both 

human and material. 

Therefore, along with utilising commer-

cial and economic activity to meet the 

needs of local and regional markets, it is 

important to recognise that this activity 

cal and economic 

structures and the 

more extended living environment. In or-

der for those activities to be practically ap-

plied a comprehensive understanding of 

the individuals and groups involved is nec-

essary. However, that is not all and knowl-

edge of the basic existing conditions, the 

structures inside the community, is needed 

along with the ability to activate, commu-

nicate, moderate and establish the proper 

connections. Moreover, it is also important 

for those who are involved in implement-

ing the new processes to recognise any 

neiGhboUrhooD MAnAGeMent structural barriers such as the unfair dis-

tribution of resources and the concentra-

tion of too much power in too few hands 

and then to introduce procedures and 

processes to address those barriers. 

We should, therefore, be wary of the 

concept of a “neutral” mediator, who 

supposedly operates in the intermediary 

area between existing social and political 

structures and the extended living envi-

ronment or, at least, we should adopt a 

critical stance vis-à-vis those who defend 

and represent the concept as it is under-

stood in “city district orientated work”. 

5strengthening the civil society - self-help and self-organisation - promotion of social capital - social integration - building and maintaining network structures - decentralization and democratization - job security

We should understand the introduction of 

learning processes, participative planning, 

the cultivation, opening up and develop-

ment of new resources and the restruc-

turing and balancing of power structures 

so that the community as a whole ben-

efits, as an on-going operative concept in 

the political and social spheres.  

The activities, listed above, required for 

this concept have a corrective and coor-

dinating function. They take place in the 

gap, which exists between existing politi-

has to be synergised and promoted in 

a way that is conducive to people’s real 

needs. Economic activity, as it is gener-

ally understood in the West, is only one 

part of the social economy. There are a 

number of other factors which we have 

to take into consideration; These are 

linked to the plurality of “alternative” 

economic activity that is in fact possible, 

for instance, informal economies, sub-

sistence economies and other economies 

that are geared to local markets, coop-

eratives and micro businesses, the social 

economy in the “third”, non-profit mak-

ing, sector and those initiatives which 

we might see as belonging to a solidar-

ity economy. These “alternatives” are 

still insufficiently known in the German 

speaking countries. Nevertheless, it is 

in precisely this broad spectrum of local 

and regional economic models that we 

can see potential for genuine sustainable 

development.

In discussing the social economy it should 

be remembered that this is an area, which 

covers a myriad of initiatives to facilitate 

the implementation of a civil society that 

is based on addressing the economic 



►

SUStAinAbility

“Sustainability” has, at least since the 

‘Conference for the Environment and 

Development’, which took place in Rio in 

1992, been considered as a framework for 

a global development perspective which 

seeks to link ecological, economical, social 

and cultural factors together. The concept 

of “sustainability” represents a develop-

ment that looks to satisfy the needs of 

this generation, while also ensuring that 

the needs of coming generations every-

where can be satisfied. This means that 

societies have to organise their social re-

lationships and their economic systems in such away that they don’t, literally, feed on 

people in the poorer global south, while destroying the planet’s bio-diversity.

The main obstacles to sustainable development are poverty and a shortage of the basic 

supplies and necessities required. According to Kaus Töpfer, the ex-UNEP director, it is 

this lack of basics, which is the major fac-

tor in poisoning the environment. A con-

cept which has “sustainability” as its main 

premise is always looking to answer why 

resources are scarce, how possible “alter-

native” technologies might be developed 

and implemented, how we can best uti-

lise recyclable goods and, indeed, how our 

planet, our “global society”, can become 

fairer and more just. Therefore, even those 

apparently objective arguments that we 

are confronted with are only valid if they 

are evaluated from an ethical standpoint. 

It is essential that civil society be strength-

ened if there is to be sustainable develop-

ment, as this means the people’s ability to 

organise independently and to cope with 

the challenges in local and regional units is 

guaranteed. This requires the introduction 

of learning models and processes, which 

are aimed at activating and cultivating the 

organisational competence of as many peo-

ple as possible while furnishing them with 

the necessary skills to carry this compe-

tence into the future in order to shape and 

modify the local community in harmony 

with a “global responsibility”.

► the logic of socially embedded economic activity -  preservation of the social,  cultural,  environmental and economic evolution capability -  vital interests are central -  solidarity and cooperation -  design exper-

responses to the Master

„was mich am macd-
lehrgang besonders an-
spricht, ist der multi-
nationale aspekt. dies 
betrifft sowohl die seite 
der dozentinnen als 
auch jene der studieren-

den. so müssen themen nach den jeweiligen rah-
menbedingungen dekliniert werden. dies erwei-
tert den horizont auf angenehme art. als 
Quereinsteiger bietet mir der lehrgang fachliche 
grundlagen auf hohem niveau.  konkrete metho-
den, beispiele und denkansätze erweitern mein 
repertoire als lehrender und letztendlich ist der 
abschluss als master of community development 
eine Qualifikation für ein zukunftsträchtiges Ar-
beitsfeld. Der zeitliche und auch der finanzielle 
aufwand ist allerdings nicht zu unterschätzen." 

dr. martin geser, alumnus 2009

„das masterstudium 
für gemeinwesent-
wicklung, Quartier-
management und lo-
kale Ökonomie (2004 
-2006) war für mich 
die perfekte berufsbe-
gleitende ergänzung 
zu meiner praktischen 
tätigkeit bei der lokalen agenda 21. die in den 
seminaren und beim selbststudium stattfin-
dende theoretische reflexion gaben mir orien-
tierung und sicherheit bei den täglichen 
 entscheidungen in einem wenig erprobten be-
rufsfeld. eine lohnende investition." 

mag. sabine gruber, wien - alumna 2007

„nach etlichen jahren in der praxis sozialer arbeit 
hat uns der master zum denken jenseits von 
handlungszwängen und über den tellerrand hin-
aus angeregt und uns den wiedereinstieg in wis-
senschaftliches arbeiten ermöglicht. er hat viel 

zeit und kraft und geld 
gekostet - aber keine 
frage, er hat sich ge-
lohnt: gewonnen ha-
ben wir engagierte kol-
leg/innen, intensive 
auseinandersetzun-
gen, neue (berufliche) 
perspektiven und vor 

allem: die freundschaft 
und früchte gemeinsa-
mer arbeit zwischen ei-
ner Ökonomin und so-
zialarbeiterin." 

katrin muckenfuss, 
konstanz, 

elke seyband, münchen
alumni 2007
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SuStainability and the eConomiCS of  Community developement
normative orientation

The local community’s 

development should au-

tomatically answer any 

questions regarding the 

logic of a socially integra-

tive economy by serving 

to maintain the commu-

nity’s ability to evolve 

in the social, cultural, 

ecological and economic 

spheres. In doing this the 

community, in its role 

as a “real community”, 

which serves the “com-

mon good”, the “com-

monwealth”, defines 

the goals, coordination 

principals and limits that 

are implied by a social 

economic system such as 

this. In the planning of a 

community-orientated 

economy the following 

are inherent: 

The indivisible unity between utilisa-  

tion, production and distribution of 

the natural resources 

“Common Goods”, which guarantees   

access to vital resources independent 

of how powerful the other actors on 

the marketplace are

The creation and cultivation social-  

cultural living conditions in the form 

of horizontal social structures that are 

voluntary and based on association 

Not only the concept and aims but also 

the reality of a community economy are 

diametrically opposed to a system where 

being in society, society it-

self and the biosphere are 

what is important. 

Our understanding and 

concept of an economy for 

the common good, in other 

words a “community econ-

omy”, exists and has always 

existed in the dominant 

economy’s shadow and at 

the moment it is experienc-

ing something of a global 

renaissance. Unsurprisingly, 

in the ongoing international 

debate, these initiatives are 

being seen as offering an 

alternative to, or at least 

complementary structures 

for, a neo-liberalism, which 

is increasingly proving itself 

to be at the centre of many 

of the economic problems, 

which we are faced with. In 

spite of those initiatives and 

models being structured differently, hav-

ing developed differently and having very 

different roots, they do have a number of 

things in common. 

In order to understand the potential that 

these initiatives possess for our work on 

the community, or commonwealth, and 

how they help us understand the “new” 

theoretical basis for our work, we have to 

go beyond the confines and adaptations 

of those discussions on the social econo-

my, social policy and the local economy 

that have been the norm in the German 

speaking countries up until now.

capital is dominant. This is because in a 

community economy it is not capital but 

rather those things that are important 

in securing peoples’ livelihoods that are 

crucial. Of course, this in turn means that 

a society where self-interest, that is a to 

say a society that is in fact based on “self-

ishness” and competitiveness, has as its 

alternative a society which has the com-

mon good, or commonwealth, solidarity 

and cooperation as its guiding principals 

or indeed as its raison d’être. In the com-

munity economy, economic activity is to 

be viewed from a perspective where the 

7the logic of socially embedded economic activity -  preservation of the social,  cultural,  environmental and economic evolution capability -  vital interests are central -  solidarity and cooperation -  design exper-
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C
the coUrSe  
StrUctUre
This course provides the students with 

the tools and skills to tackle the relevant 

theories, while acquiring and applying 

those methods and instruments when 

researching the development of local and 

regional areas. 

Academic discourse, how societies evolve 

and develop, concepts for a global society 

and, in particular, innovative solutions in 

the context of civil society, will all be in-

vestigated.

A lot of areas that this course covers will, 

in the German speaking countries, break 

new ground. Both teachers and students 

will consciously be looking at and shaping 

what is a highly relevant area for our so-

ciety. The structure of the course ensures 

that all of the fields of study provide possi-

bilities for the students to focus on a par-

ticular area, while accommodating new 

societal trends and discourse methods. 

►

responses to the Master

„städte und gemeinden 
wollen verstärkt beratung 
und begleitung, um sich 
sozialen zukunftsthemen 
zu stellen. der masterstu-

diengang befähigt, komplexe gemeinwesenentwick-
lungsprozesse zu begleiten.
er vermittelt kompetenzen zu analyse und be-
standsaufnahme. er regt an, innovative lösungs-
ansätze auf den weg zu bringen. zusammen mit 
beteiligten werden 'ermöglichungsräume des 
machbaren' ausgelotet und zugangsmöglichkeiten 
zu chancen vermittelt."

 ursula schmid-berghammer 
alumna 2009

s c i e nt i f i c  d i s c o u r s e s  -  s o c i a l  t r e n d s  -  c o n c e p t s  o f  g l o ba l  s o c i e t y  -  d ev e l o pm e nt  o f  i n n ovat i v e  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o nt e x t  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  -  st y l e  i n  a  s o c i a l ly  h i g h ly  r e l eva nt  a n d  dy na m i c  f i e l d

coMbininG  
the coUrSe with 
the exPerience 
thAt StUDentS  
AlreADy hAve
Where it is possible we look to establish a 

link between the theories that students 

learn and methodological practices that 

they acquire on the course and the pro-

fessional know-how that they might have 

picked up during their working lives. 

Those questions, which the course par-

ticipants have been confronted with 

during their professional careers can be 

processed within the framework offered 

by our research institutes, available and 

future dissertations and studies as well 

as through the development of our pilot 

projects..

All of these undertakings will result not 

only in concrete links being established 

to the ongoing development that is tak-

ing place in the practical context but also 

to model situations within which the 

group can learn together. 

„der europäische master 
gemeinwesenentwicklung, 
Quartiermanagement und 
lokale Ökono mie steht in 
der tra  dition einer jane 
addams, die es bereits im 
19. jahrhundert verstanden 
hat, innovative hand lungs-
op tio nen zur bewältigung 
der konkreten sozialen probleme und nöte ihrer zeit 
auf der basis feldorientierter forschung und theoreti-
scher durchdringung zu entwickeln. dozierende und 
studierende suchen und prüfen in diesem masterstu-
diengang wissenschaftlich fundierte und zugleich an-
wendungsbezogene handlungsmodelle, um den aku-
ten sozial- und wirtschaftspolitischen herausforde- 
 rung gerecht zu werden. Sie  profitieren dabei nicht 
nur von einem transdiziplinär zusammengesetzten 
dozentinnenpool, sondern auch und gerade von einer 
kompetenzfülle, die die studierenden aus ihren jewei-
ligen arbeitszusammenhängen aus der schweiz, aus 
Österreich und deutschland mitbringen. insgesamt 
gesehen gehört dieser masterstudiengang sicher zu 
ganz besonders profilierten neuen Studienmodellen 
nach bologna." 

prof. dr. günter rausch,  freiburg
 lector
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„der masterstudiengang 
erweitert in besonderer 
wei se – auch durch die 
multinationalität – den be-
ruflichen und persönlichen 
horizont. das hinterfra-
gen von gesellschaftlichen 
entwicklungen, das analy-

sieren des zusammenlebens von menschen im sozia-
len raum wird schritt für schritt während des studi-
ums zu einer persönlichen haltung entwickelt, welche 
weit über berufliche Ambitionen hinausreicht.“  

gabi hangartner
alumna 2007
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  theoretically based practical analysis: In the field of study 2 the participants 

process an analysis of the competence that they have acquired during their 

practical training and write down their findings.

  communication, Activation, Mediation: In field of study 3 the participants will 

acquire the competence needed to actively plan and develop a model for a com-

munity for the common good and they will then test this field of study during 

the course to see if it is practically viable.

  Socially orientated research: In the field of study 5 “Research Workshops” the 

participants will acquire the methodological tools to work on developments in 

the social sphere and to use their own practical knowledge to ask and answer 

the relevant questions.

  the development of community economy projects: the conception and planing 

is an integral part of the field of study 4,  also the planning of a project or busi-

ness according to criteria found in a community economy is integrated.

s c i e nt i f i c  d i s c o u r s e s  -  s o c i a l  t r e n d s  -  c o n c e p t s  o f  g l o ba l  s o c i e t y  -  d ev e l o pm e nt  o f  i n n ovat i v e  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o nt e x t  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  -  st y l e  i n  a  s o c i a l ly  h i g h ly  r e l eva nt  a n d  dy na m i c  f i e l d

theory-praCtiCe-integration



►

Field of study 1
academic access to 

area of research and 
the sphere of activity

Tackling those questions that have to 

be answered regarding sustainable lo-

cal development means that we have 

to ask questions vis-à-vis the current 

forms of socialisation that we have 

in the global society. If this isn’t done 

there might be a tendency to be sat-

isfied with a shortened, inadequate, 

version of those concepts that are rel-

evant when we are studying the com-

munity. One of the things emphasised 

in field of study 1 is the critical scruti-

nising of how the neoclassical econom-

ic model is just accepted without any 

real analysing being done. Looking at 

that phenomena would, of course, also 

mean that there would be a theoretical 

examination of those concepts, which 

are relevant when facilitating the im-

plementation of a type of social econo-

my that is distinguished by the practice 

of an economic activity and which em-

phasises ecological and social factors. 

Furthermore, there will be a scrutinis-

ing of social networking concepts and 

their implication along with a close 

look at some of the relevant theories 

which might be found in the political 

sciences, economic and social geogra-

phy and housing- social-planning, 

The theories in field of study 1 will also 

determine the theories and methodol-

ogy that will be adopted in the fields of 

study 2-5.

prof. dr. habil. susanne elsen  

(Head of field of study 1 and scientific 

director of the master)

prof. dr. habil. adelheid biesecker

prof. dr. dr. habil. bernd hamm

Field of study 2
political and legal 

aspects, economic and 
social structures and 
the motivators in the 

community
Discussion on the development of cities 

and regions in the era of digital capital-

ism is at the core of this field of study. 

In particular the problem areas and 

increasing importance of local and re-

gional operational structures as well as 

the different fields, stakeholders, and 

framework conditions for sustainable 

solutions, will be looked at.

Opportunities and restrictions, inte-

gration and social exclusion as well as a 

fairer distribution of resources are top-

ics, which our enquiries have to cover. 

Different aspects of European policy on 

social affairs, economics, housing and 

employment will be looked at.

Examples to be considered will not only 

be based on case studies within Europe 

but will also draw on the participants’ 

and the teachers’ experiences as well 

as new developments in other regions 

of the globe. 

prof. dr. tilo klöck (Head of field of study 2)

prof. dr. michael krummacher

dr. annegret boos-krüger

stefan arlanch (alumnus of the master)

 

► scientific approaches - political, legal, economic and social structures in the community - communication, activation, self-help and self-organization - the organization of projects and enterprises - research workshops

publications within 
the Master program

This course covers a complex trans-disciplinary 
area in social development, which has, until now, 
been insufficiently researched in the German spea-
king regions.

During the Master’s degree course we publish our 
own research reports, which address the areas of 
“Best Practice Models” and theoretical contribu-
tions in the area Community Development.

The following publications from lecturers, guests 
and graduates have been published:

  M. Runge: Der Aufbau von brückenbildendem 
sozialen Kapital. Bereitschaft zu und Hinder-
nisse von quartiersübergreifenden Austausch-
prozessen und Netzwerken 
104 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-84-8 

  P. Oehler: Pragmatismus und Gemeinwesen-
arbeit. Die pragmatistische Methode von John 
Dewey und ihr Beitrag zur Theorie und Praxis 
der GWA. 180 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-85-5

  G. Hangartner: Urbanes trendquartier oder 
gespaltener Sozialraum? Szenarien möglicher 
Auswirkungen des Novartis Campus auf das 
Basler St. Johann Quartier als Sozialraum 
223 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-88-6 

  S. Gruber: intermediäre organisationen in der 
Stadtentwicklung. Möglichkeitsräume für  
kollektives Lernen und Demokratieentwicklung 
140 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-86-2 

  A. Tschanen-Hauser: Familienergänzende Kin-
derbetreuung in der Schweiz. Familienergän-
zende Kinderbetreuung als Bestandteil sozialer 
Stadtentwicklung – Sozialraumorientierung als 
Leitkonzept  
233 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-87-9 

  MACD (Hg.): Für mehr teilhabe. Gemeinwesen-
entwicklung, Armutsbewältigung, Selbstorga-
nisation. Forschungsband 1.  
310 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-89-3

  H.J.  Macher: Methodische Perspektiven auf 
theorien des sozialen raums. Zu Henri Lefeb-
vre, Pierre Bourdieu, David Harvey  
131 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-94-7 

  MACD (Hg.): Gemeinwesenentwicklung und 
lokale Ökonomie. Forschungsband 2 
123 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-930830-93-0  

Weitere Informationen unter:

http://www.agspak-buecher.de
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Dmodular ConCeived CourSe   

Field of study 4
organisation of projects 

and enterprises that  
cater to the needs of 

the community

This field of study will process and test 

the relevant areas of responsibility for 

the development of concrete social-eco-

nomic solutions, while also scrutinising 

and examining the organisation required 

to look after the community’s needs. 

The emphasis is on the realisation of co-

operative, linked and rotating economic 

initiatives. Productive self-help-groups, 

co-operatives, socially motivated busi-

ness enterprises, multi stakeholder com-

panies ecological-social units and a com-

plementary and alternative currency are 

all especially important when it comes 

to th

e organisation of the community.

dr. burghard flieger (in charge)

prof. dr. markus jüster  

prof. dr. dr. habil. hans. h. münkner

iris beuerle (alumna of the master)

Field of study 5
research workshops and 

own research centre
This field of study refers to and accredits 

importance to the conception and reali-

sation of that type of local area and re-

gional development, which is based on 

research. The emphasis is on accessing 

research methods, which look at social 

surroundings and the living environ-

ment. 

The workshop character of this field of 

study is needed to support the didactic 

construction required for the theory-

praxis integration. The workshop means 

that stimulated and real tests can accom-

pany the theoretical knowledge, which 

the students are acquiring.

The students formulate a thesis state-

ment, which they then follow up in a re-

search project under the tutelage of an 

academic mentor. There is then an evalu-

ation at the end of the fourth semester in 

the form of a research report.

prof. dr. cordula kropp (head of study 5)

dr. detlev sträter

the course is conceived and planned as a modular, interdisciplinary course. it is par-

ticularly important to integrate and combine social scientific theories and methods 

with the theories and methods used in any of the following; the study of economics, 

town and regional development, social and economic geography, and emancipator 

community work.  

the detailed, specialist, and interrelated information, which the student will get from 

the course, will furnish him or her with the knowledge to act appropriately when 

looking for integrated solutions to local and regional problems and to the challenges 

posed by sustainable development.

Field of study 3
Communication, mobi-
lisation, Self-help und 

Self-organisation in the 
community

In this field of study concepts, strategies 

and methods to facilitate democratisa-

tion and decentralisation are imparted 

and examined. This will also mean that 

the students will be provided with the 

necessary information and the required 

motivational and communication skills. 

The aim here is to look at ways to achieve 

a fairer distribution and better balance of 

power in society through promoting self-

help and democratic self-organisation, 

especially for groups which find them-

selves socially discriminated against. 

A special interest will be taken in looking 

at the importance of social movements 

in effecting social change and there will 

be a close look at traditional societies 

and current trends to support emanci-

pator initiatives in education and social 

work. 

prof. dr. günter rausch  

(Head of field of study 3)

prof. dr. sabine stoevesand

christoph stoik (alumnus of the master)

11scientific approaches - political, legal, economic and social structures in the community - communication, activation, self-help and self-organization - the organization of projects and enterprises - research workshops
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►

Academics from various institutions of 

higher education in Germany and Aus-

tria as well as recognised authorities 

from the praxis, teaching and research in 

various areas of sustainable local and re-

gional development have come together 

to implement this “European course”. 

graduate prize winners 

2006 – 2010 

The excellent performance by gradu-
ates on the Master’s degree “Commu-
nity Development, Neighbourhood 
Management and the Local Economy”, 
as pioneers on an academically based 
study on the professional development 
of local and regional economies, has not 
gone unnoticed.

Six graduates and students from the 
Master degree courses were awarded 
prizes in the years 2006 to 2010:

Sabine Gruber, Vienna and Angelika 
Tschanen-Hauser, Zurich in 2006, Frank 
Schmitz, Saarbrücken in 2008 and Iris 
Beuerle, Hamburg and Stefan Arlanch, 
Feldkirch in 2010 received the prize 
for graduate excellence at the Munich 
University of Applied Sciences (“Hoch-
schule München”) from the university’s 
friend’s circle. 

Likewise in 2008 Dr. Martin Geser from 
Bregenzerwald, won the DAAD’s prize 
for the foreign student who most ex-
celled at Munich University of Applied 
Sciences (“Hochschule München”). 

Experts in local development are need-

ed in politics, economics, and in civil-

society. Those experts are, therefore, 

to be found employed in the areas such 

as development cooperation, as politi-

cal consultants and in neighbourhood 

management. However, we might put 

some emphasis on the fact that they are 

invariably to be found in the construc-

tion and organisation of the “third sec-

tor”. Graduates from our course might 

expect to find employment in commu-

nity work and neighbourhood manage-

ment, in urban and rural development, 

communal politics, employment policy, 

promotion of economic development, 

in housing economics and integra-

tion. Moreover, they might employed 

in the networking of those groups in 

this “third sector, which are operating 

against a background of deindustriali-

sation and demographic and, of course, 

we will see them lending support both 

to groups and individuals who are start-

ing up cooperatives and micro-enter-

prises, while getting actively involved in 

initiatives to promote and support the 

local economy.

The approaches adopted in Community 

Development can be found in those 

economic, employment and social pro-

grammes that are intended to promote 

local and regional development or in 

those programmes, for instance, LEED, 

LEADER, “The Social City” and EQUAL, 

that are intended to facilitate the social 

and economic integration in Europe of 

certain underprivileged minority eth-

nic groups as well as cooperation in the 

field of development.

Up until now, a total fifteen of the grad-

uates from this course are working as 

lecturers, either full-time or on a part-

time basis, as the increasing demand for 

people working in the area of social de-

velopment is also reflected in the teach-

ing profession. 

As this goes to print, four of the gradu-

ates have, until now, started on a doc-

toral dissertation.

SPhereS oF Activity AnD  
reSeArch FielDS For GrADUAteS 

It is this getting together of authorities 

from different fields, some with more 

practical and some with more theoreti-

cal knowledge, that has made it possible 

to provide this challenging and ambitious 

course at the Munich University of Ap-

plied  Sciences.

► perts on local development are needed in politics, business and civil society - development - policy advice - lodging management - social local politics - local labor market - economic development

networK oF coUrSe ProviDerS
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AccreDitAtion, 
certiFicAtion  

The course has 120 European Credit 

Points (highest level of Master Programs 

in Europe). It was accredited in accord-

ance with the guidelines set down at the 

German Cultural Minister Conference in 

2004 and accorded the status of a degree 

course at German institutions of higher 

education.  It has been reaccredited for 

the winter semester 2010/2011. 

The advisory council in Austria for univer-

sities of Applied Scienc (“österreichische 

Fachhochschulrat”) accredited 120 credit 

points to the Master’s degree course in 

2005. 

In a European context, the agency for 

quality control for courses in the field 

of Social Studies (ENQASP) approved the 

course in 2005. 

 

the MAStercoUrSe
Who is this Master’s degree aimed at?  

The Master’s degree course in “Com-

munity Development, Neighbourhood 

Management and the Local Economy” is 

aimed at students who want a practical 

and theoretical qualification in “sustain-

able local and regional development” 

which also has its emphasis on social-

cultural and social-economic factors. 

This course will be of particular inter-

ests to those who have a qualification 

in Social Work, Educational Science, 

Health Science, Town and Regional De-

velopment, Social Geography, Tourism 

Management, Political-, Cultural- and 

Economic Science. This Master’s degree 

covers different disciplines. It is not only 

what the students get from their teach-

ers and the content of the course but 

also the students who offer each other 

a different perspective through a variety 

of academic disciplines and relevant ex-

perience. This, of course, enhances the 

common learning experience for the 

students who are mainly from the Ger-

man speaking countries and regions of 

Germany, Austria, Switzerland and the 

South Tyrol. 

At the start of this course the students 

are between 26 and 53 years old, which 

of course means that they have a wide 

spectrum of experiences and qualifica-

tions. The formal qualifications that the 

students possess vary from a B.A degree 

or Diploma from a University of Applied 

Sciences to a Doctorate degree.

13perts on local development are needed in politics, business and civil society - development - policy advice - lodging management - social local politics - local labor market - economic development



►

A
PrereqUiSite  
For tAKinG PArt

One year practical work experience after 

the first degree (at least a B.A.) is required 

for admission.

Admission is based on a written applica-

tion and an interview to see if the stu-

dent is suitable. 

A maximum of 25 students will be grant-

ed a place on the course and the course 

will be offered every three years.  

coUrSe FeeS

Our association of higher education 

institutions finds it appropriate to set 

a “community economy” fee for this 

Master’s degree course; this means 

contenting ourselves with a fee that 

covers our costs but won’t engender a 

profit. Academics, who will be teaching 

and supervising on the course, are not 

looking for any special remuneration, 

which means that the course fees can, 

to a large extent, be invested in the 

students. For instance, in their publica-

tions, in the conferences they will at-

tend, in study trips that they will take 

and in inviting guest lecturers from 

outside the university.

The fee for the course will be 1,000€ 

per semester and this can be paid in in-

stalments. The costs can, as the course 

constitutes a form of further education 

and training, be set off against tax.

and then ...

We offer our students
and graduates more
as only one study

annual Conferences

Lecturers, graduates and students of the 
Master Program organize regular public 
conferences on relevant issues of socio-
cultural and socio-economic development 
of the community.
These events, usually held in November 
each year encounter, with considerable 
interest and are to serve the professional 
development of Community Development.
Information on current conferences, please 
visit:
www.macd.hm.edu oder 
www.hm.edu/fk11

structured access to doctorate

Graduates from the “M.A. CD” will be offered 
an introduction and initiation in the doctorate 
programme, through those already qualified to 
undertake the PhD. Moreover, they will also be 
given the opportunity to access an inter-discip-
linary PhD, which will be continually monitored 
and supervised by the student’s doctoral advisor. 

alumni organisation

internationale forum 
for community development

In 2007 an alumni for the “M.A. CD” came 
into being as an association to cultivate 
and facilitate networking and cooperation 
between current students and graduates 
from the course, while simultaneously 
promoting a healthy academic exchange in 
the German speaking regions of Europe.

Contact and information: 
christoph.stoik@fh-campuswien.ac.at

► study where others go for holidays -  intensive studies -  research workshops -  study -  research practice -  project work -  scientific work -  try master thesis -  research methods in their own context of action
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coUrSe SeqUence 
AnD StUDy ForMS

The length of the course will normally be 

six semesters.

The course consists of the following com-

ponents:

Intensive seminars (on campus pro-  

gramme)

Research workshops (on campus pro-  

gramme)

Monitored self-study   

Self-study   

Supervised research praxis   

Supervised project work   

Processing of academic dissertations   

and other academic work 

coUrSe DeSiGn

15study where others go for holidays -  intensive studies -  research workshops -  study -  research practice -  project work -  scientific work -  try master thesis -  research methods in their own context of action

locAtion oF 
coUrSe
that part of the course where the stu-

dent has to be physically present will 

take place mainly in the institute in Gaut-

ing close to Munich.

The facilities offered there are excellent 

and provide an optimal environment for 

studying. The participants can also re-

serve very reasonably priced board and 

accommodation. Gauting is very easy to 

reach by the “ S-Bahn” from Pasing in the 

west of Munich.

www.institutgauting.de



► reGiStrAtion AnD inForMAtion
registrations will be taken continuously at the following address.  

you can also get there more informations:

Scientific Director:

Prof. Dr. Susanne Elsen

Munich University of Applied Sciences 

 Am Stadtpark 20

D – 81243 München

elsen@hm.edu

++49 89 12652300

www.macd.hm.edu

Application and information:

Marga Mitterhuber (Coordinator)

Raiffeisenweg 11

D- 86923 Finning

klock-mitterhuber@t-online.de

 


